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What is Carbon Footprint ?

What is Carbon Labelling ?

Why Carbon-label the Product ?

Who will Label the Product?

ish you a very happy World Environment Day. June 5 
proves to be an eye-opener to the world every year. The 
long-pending issues on environment and ecology get 

political attention but alas, only some of are followed up and 
implemented. 

After star rating, eco-marking, the in-thing is carbon footprint 
labelling. Let us know something more about this.

A carbon footprint is a measure of the impact human activities 
have on the environment in terms of the amount of green house 
gases produced, measured in units of carbon dioxide. 

Carbon reduction label is one of the ways 
that will help people find out a product’s 
carbon footprints and whether a business is 
truly committed to reducing its carbon 
emissions. It is a public measure. The number 
on the label is the amount in grams of 
carbondioxide and other greenhouse gases 
(GHGs) used in the product’s manufacture, deliver
y to store and disposal — the product’s carbon footprint. In theory, 
in the future, consumers will be able to compare the embedded 
carbon of products.

Consumers of a carbon-labelled product will enjoy the privilege to 
make an informed choice about the carbon used in the product 
from conception to destruction. This will help you and me — as 
conscious consumers — to manage our own carbon footprints. 
Carbon label will also act as a clear indicator on the company’s 
commitment to reduce the footprints. The businesses that embrace 
the new carbon agenda will be able to quantify and 
demonstrate their responsibility 
towards the customers.

The Carbon Trust -a London-based 
private company set up by the 
government in response to the threat of 
climate change, to accelerate the 
transition to a low carbon economy, is 
trialling a carboon-label this year with 
Walkers, Boots and Innocent. It is funded by 
the Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (Defra), 
the Department of Trade and Industry (DTI), the Scottish 
Executive, the Welsh Assembly Government and Invest NI. 
Carbon labelling has come upon as a co-ordinated effort of Carbon 
Trust and Defra with the British Standards (BSI) to co-sponsor the 
development of a Publicly Available Specification (PAS) for the 
measurement of the embodied GHGs in products and services.

Carbon Trust works with UK business and the public sector to 
create practical business-focused solutions through its external 

work in five complementary areas : insights, solutions, innovations, 
enterprises and investments. Together these help to explain, deliver, 
develop, create and finance a low carbon enterprise says 
www.carbon-label.co.uk. 

To qualify for a Carbon Trust Carbon Label, companies will need to 

undertake a rigourous carbon analysis of their product supply chain, 

following the Carbon Trust guidelines. The methodology was 

developed using accepted principles of lifecycle assessment and 

based on a series of pilot projects completed over the last two years. 

As part of the development phase, this methodology will be further 

refined and developed by a Technical Advisory Group (TAG) of 

stakeholders from academia, business, government, environment 

and consumer organisations, and will be open to a wider consultation 

process. Companies displaying this label will sign up to a ‘reduce or 

lose’ clause.

A business displaying a label, assets a commitment on the part of the 

producer to a ‘reduce or lose’ policy. If the carbon emissions of the 

product goes up or if the producer fails to reduce its carbon footprints 

over a period of two years, the business will have the label withdrawn 

by the Carbon Trust.

Who will Qualify?
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Eco-friendly 
Products 
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This corner would feature products that the 
manufacturers claim are eco-friendly. This time it is a 
commuting tool.

Electrotherm (India) Limited, through its - Indus 
Electrans division - introduced battery-run two-wheelers - 
Yo Bykes. Assuring a speed up to 45 kmph, as mentioned 
in www.induselectrans.com, Yo bykes, available in five 
models, priced between Rs.16000 and 
Rs.29000,  require no petrol, licence or 
registration and can run 700 km for cost of 
one litre of petrol. Its battery can be 
charged just like that of a mobile phone. 
Other than providing access to more 
affordable means of basic transport to low 
and middle income households across the 
country, these bikes help reduce pollution 
in urban areas.

Lead-acid batteries with special deep 
discharged characteristics is used. This 
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Eco-product Corner

Calculating the carbon 
footprint of a packet of 
Walkers Cheese & 

The best suggestions and contributions to this section of INSIGHT would 
be selected and the contributor of the best entry would receive a FREE 

ONE-YEAR SUBSCRIPTION for INSIGHT. The winner will be 

announced in each succeeding issue of INSIGHT. The decision of the 
management of CERC, CERS and INSIGHT will be final and binding. 

There are no restrictions on the number of entries or contributions.]

[This interactive section welcomes your contribution on the concept of 
being eco-friendly. If you are aware of the advantages of being eco-

friendly or if you have implemented a change or changes in your life-
style, do share them with us. Also send us your concerns, views, 
suggestions on the issue.

makes it quite economical and gives good performance 
mentions the website. Further, the website also mentions 
that “such electric operated vehicles are safer than petrol 
vehicles due to the absence of any inflammable material. 
The electrical parts, too,  are well shielded protecting the 
rider against electric shocks”.

The charger provided along with the Yo Bykes is designed 
to be used in any normal domestic AC plug point (5A or 
15A) and to avoid overcharging.

The next gen electric vehicles would be 
“high speed two-wheeler YoBykes and 
both battery operated and hybrid-fuelled 
large buses.But even before that battery-
operated three wheelers will be seen on the 
roads”, says Avinash Bhandari, Director 
(Operations), Electrotherm.

[The information in the eco-product corner 
is only based on available information. 
They are not the results of tests conducted 
by CERS. Manufacturers of eco ideas, 
products or services may send in their 
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